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Ampersand’s special Revolutionary War-era program, “Music of the New Nation” focuses on the 
experience of the home front and everyday people as they faced the battle for independence. 
Included are songs about the stirrings of revolution; the experiences of colonists in different walks of 
life; songs from soldiers on both sides of the conflict; a fiddle tune written by an enslaved person, 
and protest songs written at the time. This trio of musicians brings guitar, mandolin, bouzouki, 
hammered dulcimer, cello, and penny whistles to underscore rich vocal harmonies and great joy in 
sharing this traditional music with modern audiences. 
 
Ampersand brings together their love of history and music in performances at historical sites, national 
parks, festivals, and local historical societies.  This group focuses on the everyday people in different 
time periods, playing a wealth of "parlor music" that would have been heard in everyone's home, as 
well as the songs that the soldiers would have been familiar with as they used music to help pass the 
time while they were serving, and songs brought from the African-American tradition and heard in 
the fields and communities of enslaved peoples.   
 
Ampersand's core is Beth Lawton and Dick Hogle.  Beth brings a background of undergraduate study 
in American Culture Studies to her more than 20 years of musical exploration; musical skills include a 
focus on the vocal styles of the 19th century (and earlier), a variety of guitar styles, and a dabbling in 
a number of authentic instruments, including hammered dulcimer, mountain dulcimer, banjo, and 
mandolin.  Dick's undergraduate degree in History is being reawakened as he expands his love of 
early 20th century blues music back in time to embrace the roots of traditional music.  He plays 
guitar, banjo, and mandolin to accompany his lead vocals.   
 
They are joined by Topher Lawton, with a background in music history, focusing on early American 
music and vocal music of the Renaissance.  Topher brings 20 years of experience in early American 
vocal tradition, including as a practitioner and teacher of Shape Note music, in the style of the Sacred 
Harp.  Topher performs as a vocalist with a focus on historically-informed performance practice, 
experience as a regional soloist, and facility with a wide variety or vocal styles. As an instrumentalist, 
Topher joins in with acoustic stringed instruments, including bouzouki, mandolin, and guitar; he is a 
self-taught cellist and harmonium player; and has been playing Irish whistles for 22 years, including 
formal study with folk musicians embedded in the Celtic traditions and ongoing study and 
performance.  
 
These musicians explain the history of the songs, where and how music fit into the everyday lives of 
early Americans and soldiers, and how songs, tunes, and instruments have evolved over time.  
Participants, including families and children, are encouraged to ask questions, explore areas of 
particular interest, and join in on the musical portions of the program.  
 
 
For more information, please contact Beth Lawton 
Beth@ampersandmusic.org  
518-929-1835 or www.ampersandmusic.org     1/2026 
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